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Read each sentence. Write N (nonrestrictive) or R (restrictive) on the line to identify 
the kind of appositive used. If there is no appositive, leave it blank.

Kinds of Appositives
Nonrestrictive appositives contain information that is nonessential  
to sentence meaning. They must be offset from the rest of the  
sentence, usually with commas. 
Restrictive appositives contain essential information. They are not  
offset by any punctuation.

	 1.	 ____	 Ilsa, our new puppy, is only a few months old.

	 2.	 ____	 Lyanna just bought her first pet: a ginger cat named Pumpkin.

	 3.	 ____	 Dario owns three dogs, two cats, and a guinea pig.

	 4.	 ____	 Khalid’s cousin Holly is allergic to cats.

	 5.	 ____	 Have you read the book Teaching New Tricks to Old DogsTeaching New Tricks to Old Dogs?

	 6.	 ____	 Bearded dragons—a kind of lizard—are popular pets.

	 7.	 ____	 The apartment doesn’t allow cats or dogs, but it does allow fish!

	 8.	 ____	 Jamal wants to bring Sheldon (his pet turtle) to show-and-tell.

	 9.	 ____	 My dog Chip is half corgi, half beagle.

	10.	 ____	 Cats and dogs get along more often than not.

	11.	 ____	 Mrs. Lee’s cockatoo, Carlisle, is 60 years old!

	12.	 ____	 The performers the Amazing Allens do a show with trained cats.

	13.	 ____	 Our dog got obedience lessons from the trainer Dr. Barker.

	14.	 ____	 Rodents—hamsters, mice, gerbils, rats—can make great pets.

	15.	 ____	 Brielle’s cat Beans loves people, but her cat Miso doesn’t.

	16.	 ____	 Shiba inu, dogs native to Japan, are cute but stubborn!

	17.	 ____	 We purchase all our animal supplies at the store Pets ’N More.

	18.	 ____	 Willow’s new cat is a huge Maine Coon named Misty.

	19.	 ____	 German Shepherds, very pack-minded dogs, are good guardians.

	20.	 ____	 Marcel has a betta, an Asian fish with long, beautiful fins.
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Nonrestrictive appositives contain information that is nonessential  
to sentence meaning. They must be offset from the rest of the  
sentence, usually with commas. 
Restrictive appositives contain essential information. They are not  
offset by any punctuation.
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