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Groundhog’s Way

By Neal Levin
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erald didn’'t mind winter. He “Plenty,” Gerald said. “If I go
G just didn’t like hibernating. outside and I see my shadow, there
‘I feel like I'm being grounded,” will only be six weeks until spring. If
he told his brother Rollo. : Idon’t, we'llhave a month and a

. half left of winter.”
“Well, you are a groundhog,

after all.” Rollo said. “Big deal,” Rollo said. “Six weeks

“Very funny. I don't want to be . is the same as a month and a hallf.
" v, : Either way you're right.”

a groundhog,” Gerald said. “Iwant :

to be a meteorologist.” . “Exactly.” Gerald smiled.
“What do you know about ; Rollo rolled his eyes. Then he
predicting weather?” . rolled over and began to doze off.
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Gerald crawled out of his burrow.
He didn’t care whether he saw his
shadow. He was more excited to

see arabbit.

“Want to hear a weather
report?” he asked the rabbit.

“Okay,” the rabbit said.

Gerald shut his eyes and pressed
his paws against his forehead. “This
week it will snow.”

: said.

concentrated. |
“Now I predict ||
that the sunis |
going to burn
out.”

He opened his
eyes. Everyone looked up.

“The sun’s still there,” the blue jay

“Tt will burn out,” Gerald insisted.
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“I highly doubt that,” the deer
said.

“Sure it will,"” Gerald said. “In
Jamaica.”

The deer and the rabbit both
groaned.

“Something the matter?” a blue

jay asked as it landed beside them.

“This groundhog thinks he's
predicting weather.”

“I've been right every time.”
Gerald shut his eyes again and
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predicting it my way. And my way
is a lot more fun.”
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He yawned and waddled
back to his burrow. It was tfime for
a nap.

When he was back underground,
Gerald snuggled up next to his
brother.

“Move over," Rollo said. “You're
hogging all the ground.”

Gerald smiled. “Well,Iam a
groundhog, after all.”

Super Teacher Worksheets - www.superteacherworksheets.com

|'—iO'—i396



Name:

Groundhog’s Way

By Neal Levin
1. Rollo and Gerald play with the compound word

groundhog. Write the meaning of the phrases they
play with.

Being grounded -

Hogging the ground -

" Preview
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d. They are all untrue.

4. Based on information in the text, which of the following animals can you

infer hibernates?

a. rabbit b. deer
c. chipmunk d. Jomaican iguana

5. Why did the deer and rabbit groan at Gerald’s prediction about the temperature?
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Groundhog’s Way

By Neal Levin

Fill in the missing letters to create a vocabulary word
from the story. Then write the full word on the line.
Be sure you spell each word correctly.

1. __eg__e__s

hint: unit of measurement for temperature

2. d_ u___t

hint: to not believe

" Preview

Please log in to download
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6. re i

hint: to guess what will happen in the future

7. a__d__ e

hint: to walk with short steps, swinging side to side

8. b rr

hint: an underground den

9. 0z

hint: to sleep lightly

10.c _ _cen __r t

hint: o think hard about one thing; to focus
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Groundhog’s Way
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In the story, “Groundhog's Way,” you read about
a groundhog who makes some predictions about weather.

Do you think Gerald's weather predictions are real predictions?
Why or why not? Make sure to use quotes from the story to support your argument.
When you've finished, come up with a few Gerald-like predictions of your own!
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ANSWER KEY

Groundhog’s Way

By Neal Levin

1. Rollo and Gerald play with the compound word
groundhog. Write the meaning of the phrases they
play with.

the printable

5. Why did tThe deer and rabbit groan af Gerald’s predicfion abouf the temperature’”?

Answers will vary. Examples are: It is always warm in Jamaica, so his prediction

wasn’t a real prediction. // They thought he was talking about where they live,

not Jamaica, and did not find his joke funny.
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ANSWER KEY

Groundhog’s Way

By Neal Levin

Fill in the missing letters to create a vocabulary word
from the story. Then write the full word on the line.
Be sure you spell each word correctly.

The printar '_:'f'{._.::.-

hint: to sleep lightly

10.c o n cen_t r at_e concentrate

hint: o think hard about one thing; to focus
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