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PoseidonPoseidon
Trident-wielding Poseidon was king of the sea. Some believed parts of his name 

referenced the earth; he was also worshipped as a god of earthquakes and creator 
of horses. Other common symbols include fish, dolphins, and bulls.

Poseidon was one of six children born to Cronus and Rhea. His wife was a sea 
nymph, or nature spirit, named Amphitrite. However, he had numerous lovers and 
children, not all of whom were humanoid. The merman Triton was one of his sons, as 
was the winged stallion Pegasus!

Poseidon’s greatest worshippers were seafarers and those who lived in coastal 
cities, but he was respected by all. He could create devastating natural disasters if 
he wasn’t appropriately revered. Historical figures like Alexander the Great prayed to 
him for safe passage.  

His Roman mythology equivalent is Neptune.

1. What was Poseidon the god of, in addition to the sea? (Circle two.) 

 a. war          b. horses          c. earthquakes          d. lightning

2.  What does it mean to wield something? 

________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Why are Poseidon’s sons Triton and Pegasus unusual? 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________

4. Which of the following is not a possible meaning of revered? 

 a. worshipped          b. feared          c. ignored          d. respected

5.  Why would people in coastal cities worship Poseidon so greatly? 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________
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ANSWER KEY
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They aren’t humanoid. Triton is a merman. Pegasus is a winged stallion.

Answers will vary. Answers may include: to hold it, to carry it, to use it

Since they live on the sea, Poseidon greatly impacted them.


