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We are a type of bird. 
About 17 different 
kinds of us exist.

We are larger than most birds. 
We can be as tall as you are 
(about four feet tall) or as  
small as fourteen inches.

When we’re fully grown we 
might weigh as much as  
90 pounds or as little as four
pounds.

Most birds are afraid 
of people. We usually 
are not. If you sit  
quietly, we may come 
right up to you and 
peck at your clothing.

Most birds fly. We do not.  
We spend most of our time at 
sea and are very good at 
swimming and diving. We can 
hold our breaths for up to 
twenty minutes under water. 
We find our meals of fish and 
other creatures in the sea.   
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We all live in the Southern
Hemisphere, which is the
bottom half of the world.
Some of us live in
Antarctica, the coldest
place in the world.

Like you, we stand and walk 
upright. We have short legs. 
We swing from side to side a 
bit (or waddle) as we walk. 

We are usually black and 
white. We look like we are all
dressed up in tuxedos!

We are penguins.
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