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Read the paragraphs below. Then rewrite them to share the same information 
using active voice only.
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Active and Passive Voice

4 5 4 1 7 7

A great period of economic hardship was experienced by many Americans from 
1929–1939. It’s called the Great Depression by us. Huge losses were suffered by the stock 
market, and many other areas were impacted by the crash. Spikes were seen in things 
like interest rates and inflation. Sales of farmland were caused by declining crop values. 
Many goods couldn’t be afforded by most people. Jobs, homes, and savings were lost 
by them.

The terrible effects were experienced by many countries, not just the United States.  
A decrease of about 50% was seen in international trade. Some improvement was  
beginning to be felt by some countries in the mid-1930s, but the real end of the Great 
Depression was caused by World War II beginning.
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ANSWER KEY

Many Americans experienced a great period of economic hardship from 

1929–1939. We call it the Great Depression. The stock market suffered huge 

losses, and the crash impacted many other areas. Things like interest rates 

and inflation spiked. Declining crop values caused sales of farmland. Most 

people couldn’t afford many goods. They lost jobs, homes, and savings.

Many countries experienced terrible effects, not just the United States.  

International trade decreased about 50%. Some countries began to feel 

improvement in the mid-1930s, but World War II beginning caused the real 

end of the Great Depression.

Answers will vary.


